"There is no mutiny in the police," says UDMO commander
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Heavy fire was heard and barricades of tires were noticed at the bottom of Delmas Ave. Tuesday evening and during Wednesday. According to rumors, this situation was the work of the agents of the Departmental Law Enforcement Unit (UDMO) who oppose the arrest of several agents who participated in the operation in the district of Grand-Ravine , which resulted in the death of a dozen people, including 2 police officers. Joined by telephone in the afternoon of Wednesday, UDMO commander Jean Tillon Joel denied the allegations. He denounced an attempt to tarnish the image of the PNH.

"The police is a hierarchical body. Disciplinary regulations do not allow us to do what I hear in the media  All police in the UDMO are at work. The police do not create trouble. On the other hand, we are here to restore order. I accompanied UDMO officers who cleared the road to Delmas this morning, "he says.

To the question of who is the author of the troubles that occurred in several districts of the bottom of Delmas, Jean Tillon Joel replied that the body he directs is not responsible for investigations. "We are only there for the interventions. It is up to the competent authorities to determine who are behind these acts and to inform the population, "he argues.

In addition, Jean Tillon Joel returned on the hearing of four policemen of the UDMO carried out on Tuesday on the case of Grand-Ravine. According to him, these agents were panicked at the idea of ​​undergoing hearings at the police station in Port-au-Prince. "We had to question four UDMO agents in the basement of the departmental management. Subsequently, it was announced that the hearing will be at the police station in Port-au-Prince. The people concerned believed they  would be arrested and were afraid. As a result, they rushed inside the basement of the UDMO. As a manager, I tried to find out why we wanted to interview them at the police station in Port-au-Prince.

I explained to police officers that the HNP is a hierarchical institution and therefore certain behaviors are not tolerated. Currently they are ready and willing to answer questions from all concerned. There has been no mutiny as some would have us believe, "he said, criticizing those who say" nasty things against the police and against this unity ".

Jean Tillon Joel, freshly installed at the head of the UDMO, can neither confirm nor deny the escape of an agent who took part in the Grand Ravine operation. "I can not provide any answer on this subject. I was not yet in control during the operation in question. There is an ongoing investigation. I do not want to hinder it. I am taking notice of my administration. If there is a member of my staff who is absent beyond the time prescribed in the regulations, I will make my administrative report properly to the Director General of the HNP, "he concluded.
