LEADERS AND STUDENTS AT THE MARANATHA COLLEGE STILL IN STATE OF SHOCK, RECEIVE VISIT FROM THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING: PROVISIONS WILL BE ADOPTED TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE SCHOOL AND PROVIDE PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE TO TEACHERS AND TO LEARNERS

Agence Haïtienne de Presse

Port-au-Prince, November 28, 2017 - (AHP) - The Minister of National Education and Vocational Training (MENFP), Pierre Josué Agénor Cadet, visited on Tuesday the Maranatha College, the place of violent incidents there two weeks ago, during a police operation that turned into a nightmare in Grand Ravine.

That day, a dozen people were apparently blindly killed after the assassination of two policemen from the unit sent to the scene. About 30 others were apprehended among them, the director of the school, Armand Louis, badly mistreated, then released a week later, following a show of public protest.

The head of the MENFP was accompanied by Senators Dieupie Cherubin and Jean-Renel Sénatus, respectively heads of  the education and justice committees of the Assembly, as well as the deputy of Arcahaie Pierre Féquière Julien, member of the education commission of the lower house.

It was a solidarity visit with Maranatha College staff, faculty and students, the minister said, adding that provisions will be made to financially support school officials and offer psychological assistance to students and teachers.

The minister said he was delighted by the quiet recovery ,the day before, of classes two weeks after the events of 13 November and said he hoped the school year would be completed in good conditions, recalling the importance of education in the construction. and the prosperity of any society.

Senator Dieupie Chérubin and MP Pierre Féquière Julien have also expressed their solidarity with the teachers and students of Maranatha College and reaffirm their willingness to continue to support the institution.

The director of the college, Alain Xavier, spoke of huge losses suffered during the events of November 13. We lost almost everything in terms of furniture and equipment, he said, adding that the school was vandalized outright.

Most of the pupils are still in shock, while others have not yet returned to class. Some children want the permanent presence of their loved ones while they are in the classroom.

An investigation by the General Inspectorate of the National Police had confirmed police blunders during the operation of November 13 and one of the policemen has been pointed out as Glissen Philidor, the subject of a search notice.

He is accused of shooting at least 5 people in cold blood in retaliation for the death of his brother Guy Evens Philidor during the operation.
