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Grand Ravine Martissant : 2 policemen killed !

by Jackson Rateau - November 15, 2017
Haïti Liberté
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picture (l) The two policemen who were victims were Jimmy Boyard  and Guy Evens Philidor, respectively from the 18th and 22nd class of the Departmental Unit for the Maintainance of Order -UDMO of the Haitian National Police

     For years now, the neighborhoods of Grand Ravine, Martissant and Fifth Avenue-Bolosse, located south of Port-au-Prince, have been considered to be areas of lawlessness in the Haitian capital; these outlawed bandits, heavily armed and, moreover, supported by the governments of the “legal” bandits, have  now established themselves there and act as they please, killing whomever they want. This disastrous situation, which has lasted too long, has caused considerable loss of life. Depending on the temperature level displayed in the barometer of these neighborhoods, the situation is sometimes calm, sometimes very overheated. Armed gangs fighting among themselves turn these neighborhoods into a sinister battlefield where after deadly fighting, you have to leave in an emergency with the wounded and bury the corpses.
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     For more than three weeks, the situation of the municipality of Martissant has been very tense. These bandits, allies of the “legal” bandits of PHTK (Bald Head Haitian Party) in power, reign as masters in these districts, sowing mourning here and there. The population does not know where to turn.

     On Monday, November 13, 2017, Garry Desrosiers, the deputy spokesperson for the PNH (Haitian National Police) as part of a large police operation to capture these bandits, said, "It is with the idea of helping the people terrorized for several weeks by armed gangs that the operation was launched."

  Thus two policemen were victims, Jimmy Boyard and 
Guy Evens Philidor, respectively, of the 18th and 22nd class of the UDMO.  According to the PNH, the death toll is 5 dead and 7 wounded. For the residents, there are more.

     According to police commissioner, Jean Ismagne Auguste, it was the pastor of the Maranatha School, Louis Armand, who misled the policemen by leading them to a depot where he claimed that the bandits had hidden weapons. “While the police were maneuvering to enter the repository located in the vicinity of the school, bandits, armed with Galil and Kalashnikov weapons, opened fire at close range on the police”, explained Auguste.
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 (picture of  victim David  Jean-Baptiste, teacher at two schools in Grand Ravine, Maranatha and Mary Magdalen )   
     Throughout the rest of the day yesterday, the tension was very overheated, with muffled automatic weapon bursts shaking all the areas of Martissant, Bolosse and Fifth Avenue. The day remained completely disrupted: no commercial or school activities; as for the vehicular traffice, let's not talk about it, because there was not any. The majority of the inhabitants had fled these neighborhoods.

      Some residents who were close to the Baptist Church of Martissant have expressed themselves this way: "We are living in a terrible situation here. Whether you are in Martissant, Bolosse, Fifth Avenue or Grand Ravine, no one is spared. We do not know what to do or where to go. We are under the rule of thugs, the reign of bandits. No police, no government, we are left to ourselves. "

     "We are here in the market, doing our job. But, it is a very tense situation. Shots everywhere. We are all in danger. A man just passed by who told us to close our bags and leave right away.”  “If this situation stays this way, we will all die, " said a merchant very worried about her life and that of her fellow merchants.

"Many people are running in all directions ... Everything is a result of the tolerance of the previous authorities and those of today. This morning only two policemen died and countless  people wounded, police and civilians alike. The police proceeded with many arrests; but they did not reach the real target. Those arrested are just unfortunate, innocent people who are victims, because the police did not go after the armed bandits ... these bandits are associated with members of the government, government officials, the Prime Minister, the entire government, and even the president. The police, too, have bandits working for them, so what can we hope for? The country is like a boat drifting off an ocean", commented a resident of Martissant. 
   Prime Minister, Jack Guy Lafontant visiting the policemen in mourning.
Note by Tom Luce: This news outlet is well known for including politically charged information as you will see  here on the 1st page, and on the 2nd page regarding the relationship between the authorities and gangs, some “legal” and some “outlawed”.








